



























































ALLABOUTBIKES

We had an introduction to the
day’s itinerary, geared up and
were told to choose our ma-
chines. Kawasaki brought along
plenty of four-wheeled vehicles
for us to play on, including their
newest U I V's; the Mule 4010
Trans4x4 Diesel, the Mule 610
4x4 XC and the Teryx 750FI 4x4
Sport and two ATV’s; the Brute
Force 650 and Brute Force 750.
I'had a quick lesson on the work-
ings of a four wheeler since | had
never ridden before. | chose the
Kawasaki Brute Force 650 for the
morning ride, mounted up and
got in line a few vehicles back
from Bill Reed who was leading
our ride.

Now I’'m used to being either the
only or one of the few women

in @ man’s world, since most of
my life has been spent in male
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dominated fields,
so I do not like to
be the ‘slow girl in
the back’. Once we

up with the rider in
front of me despite
the trepidation | felt
on this new ride. |
would most likely

ing that | couldn’t
keep up, so | tound
and developed my
skills quickly, prub-
ably within 10 min-
utes.

As we crossed the
wide open area
leading from the
lodge and entered

the trails, | quickly
experienced a level of fear in-
duced adrenaline that | hadn’t
experienced in a long time. Still
not willing to give in to lack of
knowledge or courage, | contin-
ued pressing my thumh against
the throttle staying directly
behind the rider in front of me.
There was no way | was going to
be the slow one that held every-
one else back. (You know that
rider- the one thal wants to be
in the front but shouldn’t be- and
ends up with a mile stretch of
distance in front of him and a lot
of frustrated riders behind).

| flew through the trails, with

my eyes almost closed and my
heart racing, flying through deep
ditches that | was sure | would
not be able to clear at that speed
and over rocks and logs that |
thought would send the Brute

began moving, | kept

wreck before accept-

Force and myself careening
over the hill. Each time | faced a
new obstacle, which happened
to be coming at a high rate of
speed, | held my breath, waiting
to lose control, vet crossed over
each one with ease. Within the
first 15 minutes, | gained con-
fidence in the abilities of the
Brute Force 650. | was nat anly
completely amazed at what
these machines could do, | was
absolutely hooked!

Part way through the day, | trad-
ecl anather rider for his Rrute
Force 750 and spent the re-
mainder of the day on that. The
Mule | drove at the very end

of the day was fun, but | didn‘t
get the full experience racing
through the trails or up and
down steep hills. Everyone kept
assuring me that they could be
just as much fun, or more, than
the ATV’s, but I didn't trade in
time to get to experience the
full thrill of the UTV.

By the end of a day of riding,
trading my motorcycle in for an
ATV actually crossed my mind!
If you've never straddled an
ATV and spent the day getting
lost deep in nature, with no cars
or traffic lights, 1 would highly
recommend it. You’ll be visiting
a Kawasaki dealer in no time.

If you are lucky enough to al-
ready know the pleasures of be-
ing an ATV/UTV owner, be sure
to visit Mine-Made Paradise
Adventure Park in Knott County,
Kentucky. For me, it was an
adrenaline rush that won't soon
be forgotten and something |
can’t wait to experience again. #
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We put our money wherea jt coiints = in your pdlioy. L o

For over 35 years, Markel has focused on providing more of what you want—. . ., « .
more coverage options and discounts to save you money. Our customized ‘
motoreycle insurance offers generous accessory coverage and roadside - -, ..
assistance with trip interruption reimbursement. Plus, we lower your deductible - FRLIT
rach year you're acoidont free, bringing it down lu $0 after four years.We . ..
figure you'd rather save up to 35% than watch clever commercials. = .,
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mance tool like this would easily
pay for itself in no time.

For our in-house Yamaha R6,

we installed a set of the new
Shinko Apex Radial tires. | have
to say, they weren't as easy as
the Avon's. Even though the
installation of the tire was much
tougher, the No-Mar was not at
fault. These new tires had a steel
radial belt in the wall of the tires
which made them very tough to
get over the rim, and it took two
of us to get the final half inch of
the tire onto the rim.

One thing we did learn is that
No-Mar supplies you with all

of the tools to get the job done,
even a tough one like this set.
We had to use every tool sup-
plied, Including the hand grips,
to install the Shinko tires and
wedges to slowly move the tire
across the rim. Physical strength,
grease, and soap were applied in
abundance in comparison to the
last set.

It was with the Shinko Apex Ra-
dial that we saw how difficult it

can be putting a tire on without
hydraulic help; there is a huge
difference in the installation pro-
cess depending on the tire.

We also balanced both tires with
the No-Mar manual balancer, us-
ing the larger cone for the larger
back wheel. The cone holds in
place as you spin the wheel to
find where the weight should be
placed on the heaviest point of
the wheel. The No-Mar and the
Classic Model Ultimate Package
supply you with enough weight
to last a considerable amount
of changes, again another huge
time saver. (Pic 8 & 10)

All'in all, I would say the first
experience of using this changer
was very effective and user-
friendly. It was relativelv easy
on the softer tires and did not
scratch the wheels. Just make
sure you have a compressor on
hand to fil! them up, and that
you are prepared to use brute
strength if your tires are of a
harder compound or have steel
radial walls. The Classic Model
Ultimate Package costs around
$795.00 so if you intend on
changing Il of your tires in a
race season, you could cover
your cost quite efficiently. (Pic 9)

We will keep you updated as we
go through the season using the

tire changer to see how it fairs to
the wear and tear of track lifc, 7,
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We've got a number of racers on staff here at AAB
who can tell you all about the styff that takes place
on the winding tarmac. I'm not one of them. I am
just a guy who loves motorcycles and has been
going to races for a couple of decades.

There are a multitude of great races to attend in all
regions of this fine country. So after goIng to years
nf races, here ig a fan's PEspeulive on how to gel
the most out of a rare weekend.

PICKING A TICKET PACKAGE

You typically have a plethora of choices when
doing your pre-race ticket shopping. First, you
need to decide if you will spring for the fyll
weekend of racing, or focus your viewing efforts
on just the final day. To some extent this is a matter
of distance. If the race happens to be semi-local
for you, maybe you'll just focus on the main race
day. However, if you are traveling to a distant race

venue, you might as well extend your viewing to
the whole weekend.

You also need to think about the cost and feature
level of the ticket package. Typically, you have the
option of general admission, reserved seating, or

a premium race package. | have opted for each

of these choices. For something like an AMA Dirt
Track event, | typically choosc a general admission
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ticket. For a race like this, I like to do 2 lot of
wandering gince they are typically 1ot as densely
attended as many road races. | also choose this
option for motocross if | know | can get near a
jump or woops section.

For a race like a National level road race, | usually
ltke to insure a good view with reserved seating
lionan clevated vantage poiit. If the reserved

seating s elevated, you can typically get a good
view of most of the track.

lam usually a penny pincher: however, | often
splurge on the premium ticket packages at the
biggest races like MotoGP. These packages can
run several hundred dollars for the weekend. For
that cash outlay, you get covered and elevated
seating at a prime spot (like turn 3 at Laguna Seca).
You also get closed circuit TV, so you can keep
track of the full race. Another huge bonus is that
the premium packages typically include food and
drinks with the price, Really, when you add it a]
up, this can be a real ly good deal.

No matter what package you pick, you should
seriously consider getting a pit pass. For me,
walking through the pits is always a highlight. Also,
don’t forget to purchase a parking pass.
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before a big event, and make
your reservations early,

and available lodging fills up
early. Start your search months
WIE Vel LdKES early planning.
Hotel prices skyrocket during

an event [”(E a MotoGP rare
for camping is not convenient.
However, finding lodging at 4
"\;'n' l“blrn-'\-l—_l-;\_l_aq.:.,_.c—)..l.b. dvw *
ride to the races (often over 2
thousand miles), so packing

My buddies and | usually
opt for hotel ladgine \Wa

a great option for getting the
whole race experience.
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offer camping of both the tent
and RV variety. This can be
RO TNINK 0T A place to
stay. Here again you have
some choires Many trarke

If you are traveling long

distances to the races, you
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There are many great spots
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sweepers. This is where you

see spectacular passing,
FIOVE ail or the perspectives at

a road race, but | most often
gravitate tn the hiah enand

| the turns, get yourself (o the

track’s version of the chicanes,
l__,Lr... ..u, RS Te MG Ui

(usually the starl 7 linish

straight). If you are a fan of
Spectrum ot choices. If you

love triple-dligit speeds, find

vOLIr wav ta the hin eteainte

Road racing affords the biggest
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the corner. | like watching the

riders’ corner preparation.
rack, te turns are where it's

at. My personal preference is
A vantage nnint at tha antreAf

Jumps, but so does everybody
else. So get there early. For flat
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For motocross, | like the big
preierence and the type of

race. Here are my personal

| nreferencec

on race day varies greatly
depending on personal

WHERE T0 WATCH
Where to plant yourself
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unbeatable. Plan well and
enjoy the races! _

It 1V, However, the sights,
smells, and sounds - the total
exXnerience af a [~ oo o+ F o

may get the most complete
race perspective watching

— T -'tf'-_; LG u:llllllls.

Yes, it's Probably true that vou
e post-race interviews take
place after the finish. They are
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5. Make your way to where
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MotoCP bikes register over
130 db.

UL Ul wdler,

4. Take earnliios Far evamnlna

3. Take sunscreen and drink a

P e e

a lime when you may gel ai

autograph or two from a racer,
<. 1dRe dil eany pit walk. Pre-
race activity by the race teams

is fun to wald h. Thic ic alen
the day.
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yourself to the vender and

manufacturer area early in
T iviust U uIe lreeuies (ee

shirts, key chains, caps, etc.)

are given awav earlv. So oet
race clay,
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Here are some tips to help
you get the best experience on
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READY TO

PICK UP THAT BIKET"
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THE FUT

—— A Powered Motorcycles Coming Sooner Than You Think o

By Dan Evon ~
Alternative fuels have been all Right now, the benefits of running a bike on air are canceled out O
the craze ever since we started by the energy that is required to compress the air. Singh is currently ~
burning a hole in our Ozone working on a natural way to compress air so that running the bike =
layer. ; wouldn't require the use of any fossil fuels. Also, storing the com- %

pressed air can be a problem. The tanks have to be extremely strong,
We've seen electric motorcycles, and they have to hold enough air so that you don’t run out of breath

bio-diesel bikes, and prototypes in just a few miles, ~
for bikes that run on everything 2
from wind to thunder...yes thun-  But Singh and his team are on the right track, and in a highly popu-

der. But now, a group in India lated and polluted place like India, these bikes could really make 7
says that they have a new solu-  a difference, Singh says that emissions could be cut by 60% if his a
tion to pollution Air powaer, bikes become widely used. =
Two scientists in India have singh. hawever, is nat the only air power pioneer. Cdwiii YiYuan has O
designed an engine that uses designed a concept air-fueled bike named the Green Speed Air Pow-

compressed air to turn a small air ered Motorcycle. Yuan’s bike was designed to break the speed record .
turbine. Bharat Raj Singh, one of for an air-powered bike, which right now is at about 18 mph.
the scientists, says that his new

engine could generate enough The Green Speed machine uses an engine designed by Angelo di
Power to run @ matercycle for up  Pictro, which 1ays up o 100U RPM's, allowing the bike to only need -
fo 40 minutes it » whopping
i1 mph.

Pretty impressive right? No? O
Well take this into consider- 2
ation. An air powered motor-

cycle would have virtually
No negative impact on the
environment, would
have an endless
supply of fuel,

and would be

as cheap as

dirt, or air. But

there are still a

lot of hurdles in

the way of an
eco-friendly air
powered motor-
cycle.
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RE OF AIR

one gear. Yuan says that once the bike is mass-produced, it will use
solar energy to fill the air tanks.

The Green Speed Machine and India’s solution to pollution are great,
but if you want to see a real Air-powered motorcycle, you have to
visit Jem Stansfield, who built his bike in his garage. Yes, Stansfield
has a degree in Aeronautics, and has many inventions to his name,
but he still made the bike in his garage. Stansfield’s bike gets 7 miles
before it needs to be refilled, which according to Stansfield, takes
just a few seconds. He can reach 18 mph on his bike, but still faces
the problem of using electricity or other fuels to compress the air in
his tanks.

IList't likely that you will see a new alr-powered Harley Sportster, or

a Goldwing floating on air, but air-powered motorcycles are coming,
and they will be here sooner than you think.
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2010 Pink \/éspca [X 50

4
s

'
]
YR o, -h..g'r.
Tt b

o

| it] g R
Special Edifion Scoofey | M —————

If you're going to scoot, why not have this sharp, 2010 Pink
Vespa LX 50 Special Edition Scooter underneath you?

I'he LX replaced the popular Vespa ET and brought back the expected
Vispid slylw of ywowalions, Praclicality, comforl, and dogign mako
this little scooter a highly desirable ride. Add in
the limited availability of this pink model, and
i you don't have a lot of time to get your hands on
jom o one before they're all sold out.

For short commutes and running errands
around the city, this newly designed single
cylinder, four-stroke catalytic Hi-PER4
Fiaggiv engine will gel you where you
tneed to go, a3 lorg 88 you doi't iieed Lu
go over 39 mph.

The dry weight of the LX 50

is 225 Ibs, makes this easy to
maneuver for almost any rider.
Stopping power is provided by a
wlwal dise [ronl brake with Hy-
draulic command and a rear drum
brake with mechanical command.
An electric starter is standard but
also includes a kick starter as a
backup.

The 10" rear and 11" front tube
less tires mounted on five spoke
alloy LX wheels give [t a sporty
ook, while e sitigle dinrwilh
helical spring and dual effect
hydraulic single shock absorber,
allows for a smooth ride.

Some must-have features include
a roomy glove compartment, seat
for two, and under-the-seat stor-
age. The chrome accents, such
as the front fender emblem, horn
cover, exhaust shield, passen-
ger hand hold, and mirrors stand
out nicely against the pink paint
backdrop.

This little scooter is fun and easy
to ride, just twist the throttle and
you're on your way. 7
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You realtze that if gettlng there

R e T onl'- .half the fun,

West Virginia
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